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Security Council 

Security Council is mainly responsible for maintaining the international peace and 
security it also takes the lead in determining the existence of a threat to the peace 
or act of aggression.  

It calls upon the parties to a dispute to settle it by peaceful means and 
recommends methods of adjustment or terms of settlement. In some cases, the 
Security Council can resort to imposing sanctions or even authorize the use of 
force to maintain or restore international peace and security. 

The Security Council also work together with General Assembly to choose the 
judges of the International Court of Justice. It also has the faculty to recommend to 
the General Assembly the appointment of the Secretary-General and the 
admission of the new Members of the United Nations.  

The presidency of the Security Council is held by each of the members each one of 
them take turns of one month following an alphabetical order.   

History 

The United Nations were officially born in October of 1945 after the Second World 
War in order to maintain and regulate peace and security all around the world, to 
develop friendly relations among nations, to cooperate in solving international 
problems and in promoting respect for human rights and to be a center for 
harmonizing the actions of nations. At the beginning the UN just had 51 members 
but nowadays the number has raise up to 193.  

The UN has the faculty to make decisions over the problems the humanity face all 
over the world, for example in matter of peace, security, climate change, economy, 
humanitarian crisis, human rights, hunger, and too many other topics.  

To make this possible the UN is conformed by different committees since the 
beginning of its existence and Security Council is one of the six committees that 
were active in the UN since 1945 and still active nowadays.  The main purpose of 
the Security Council has always been to maintain the peace and security in the 
world.  

Important Achievements  

Security Council has been being an active organ on the United Nations since the 
beginning. Among the years they have manage to make important resolutions to 
diverse problematics around the world, for example; The Palestine Question, a 
topic adopted by the Security Council almost since the beginning of the UN.  

Most recent resolutions have been “The situation in Somalia” (2018), “Peace and 
Security in Africa” (2018), “Maintenance of international peace and security” 
(2018).  
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Some of the years before had been: “International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY)” (2014), “Threats to international peace and security caused by 
terrorist acts” (2013) between among others.  

Security Council had had a really important activity and had have a big impact in 
the world, this a just a few examples of the job the organ has done since its 
beginning.  

Current Members 

Permanent and Non-Permanent Members  

The Council is made up by 15 members:  

Five permanent members:  

 China 
 France 
 Russian Federation  
 United Kingdom  
 United States  

And ten non-permanent members elected for tow-year term by the General 
Assembly (with end of term date):  

 Bolivia (2018) 
 Ivory Coast (2019) 
 Equatorial Guinea (2019) 
 Ethiopia (2018) 
 Kazakhstan (2018) 
 Kuwait (2019) 
 Netherlands (2018) 
 Peru (2019) 
 Poland (2019) 
 Sweden (2018)  

DELEGATIONS  

1. United States  
2. United Kingdom  
3. Russian Federation  
4. China 
5. France  
6. Kuwait 
7. Ivory Coast  
8. Peru 
9. Poland 
10. Netherlands  
11. Sweden  
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12. Syria  
13. Colombia 
14. Mexico 
15. Brazil 
16. Venezuela  
17. Argentina  
18. Canada  
19. Germany  
20. Japan  
21. Spain  
22. Israel  
23. Nicaragua  
24. Bolivia  
25. Somalia  
26. Yemen 
27. Nigeria  

Non-Council Member States 

More than 60 United Nations Member States have never been Members of the 
Security Council. 

A State which is a Member of the United Nations but not of the Security Council 
may participate, without a vote, in its discussions when the Council considers that 
country's interests are affected. Both Members and non-members of the United 
Nations, if they are parties to a dispute being considered by the Council, may be 
invited to take part, without a vote, in the Council's discussions; the Council sets 
the conditions for participation by a non-member State. (UN, 2018)  

References 

Un.org. (2018). Members of the United Nations Security Council. [online] Available at: 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/members/ [Accessed 19 Nov. 2018]. 

Un.org. (2018). Members of the United Nations Security Council. [online] Available at: 
http://www.un.org/en/sc/members/ [Accessed 19 Nov. 2018]. 

Un.org. (2018). About the United Nations Security Council. [online] Available at: 
http://www.un.org/en/sc/about/ [Accessed 19 Nov. 2018].  

Un.org. (2018). Resolutions adopted by the United Nations Security Council in 1949. 
[online] Available at: http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/1949.shtml [Accessed 

19 Nov. 2018]. 

Un.org. (2018). Resolutions adopted by the United Nations Security Council in 2013. 
[online] Available at: http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/2013.shtml [Accessed 

19 Nov. 2018]. 

 



5 
 

 

Topic A: Unconstitutionality of Latin American 
dictatorships. 

Glossary: 

Unconstitutionality: Breach of the letter or spirit of the Constitution by laws of 

Parliament, by decree-laws or acts of government (Legal Encyclopedia online). 

Dictatorship: implies absolute power, one person who takes control, of a political 

situation, a family, a classroom or even a camping expedition. In government, a 
dictatorship leaves no room for input from anyone who is not the top guy or gal 
(vocabulary, 2018). 

Historical context:  

Throughout the twentieth century, with the aim of preserving the central aspects of 
a social order that guaranteed, reproduced and extended its economic benefits, the 
dominant classes of the Latin American countries promoted coups, and the 
establishment of different types of dictatorships (International History, 2010). At the 
beginning of the twentieth century it was believed that dictatorships had ended but it 
was not so. 
Applying the Inter-American Democratic Charter there is a dictatorship when "a form 
of government that concentrates power in an individual or an elite violating any of 
the essential elements of democracy" is established. These are the characteristics 
that today are presented in Cuba, Venezuela, Nicaragua and Bolivia, which are 
dictatorships” (Sánchez,2018). 
Currently the constitution is conceived as a set of rules fundamental. This is true 
because in contemporary democratic systems she plays a central role, both in 
institutional design and protection of the individuals in front of the constituted power, 
when the constitution is contracted we call it unconstitutionality. 
 

Venezuela:  

Hugo Chavez came to power in the 1998 elections, fighting for power since 1992, 
led in February of that year, a failed coup attempt against the government of Carlos 
Andrés Pérez, which cost him two years in prison. In 1994, the then president of the 
country, Rafael Caldera, pardoned him as part of a political agreement with sectors 
of the left, after which he founded the Fifth Republic Movement (MVR). Between 
1995 and 1997 he toured Venezuela explaining his political project and on 
December 6, 1998 he won the elections with the support of several left parties, 
becoming the youngest president of Venezuela, since then Chavez remained in 
power until his death in 2013. In the same year Nicolás Maduro assumes the power 
and in 2018 he won the re-elections to continue in the power.  
The last January 10th he assumed the power which unleashed a great international 
movement to ignore his mandate and demand democratic elections. 
The Venezuelan government has been tightening its stranglehold on the country’s 
basic institutions of democracy at a terrifying speed. “The Venezuelan economy is  
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collapsing, and a profound humanitarian crisis is leaving many people unable to feed 
their families or access basic medical care. Hundreds of thousands have fled the 
country” (Human right watch, 2017). 
Today democracy in Venezuela is in crisis and the population divided between those 
who support the Maduro regime and those who support Guaidó "the self-proclaimed 
president in charge". 
 

Nicaragua:  

Nicaragua is experiencing a wave of violent protests. The government of Daniel 
Ortega, one of the strongest allies left to the president of Venezuela Nicolas Maduro 
and part of the Bolivarian axis, is going through a serious crisis after thousands of 
people took to the streets to protest against a reform of the system pension that 
includes an increase in worker and employer contributions. 
The protests go much further than the aforementioned reform. Corruption, the 
censorship of various media and the democratic deficit of the country have added to 
the demands that come from various sectors of business, politics and students. 
In the face of protests, President Daniel Ortega, who has held power since 2007, 
has responded with widespread violence against the civilian population.  
The crisis in Nicaragua is a crisis of the regime that a few months ago would have 
seemed unthinkable. It is that in the last ten years Daniel Ortega governed with ease 
in the exercise of power. Achieved broad adhesion in the national elite as well as 
the popular sectors, had resources easily (thanks especially to the oil company 
Albanisa, with Venezuela) in an economic cycle of expansion. 
In addition, it gained political strength by weakening the opposition and the 
institutions. But this same closure to the political spaces and the opposition, in 
addition to a growing fracture within the Sandinista front, was generating the current 
crisis of the regime with a risky panorama of increasing violence and uncertain 
outcome. 
Bolivia:  
Our treatment of Cuba, Venezuela, and Nicaragua as dictatorships is real, but 
Bolivia’s dictatorship is a mockery of its true nature from every angle; analysis, news, 
and declarations.  While there is an emerging consensus over the criminal nature of 
the regimes of the Castro’s & Diaz-Canel, Maduro, and Ortega, the dictatorship of 
the Coca Growers’ chieftain Evo Morales’ seems to go unnoticed (Sánchez, 2018). 
In January of 2019, dictator Morales will have reached 13 years of continuous power 
despite the fact that he was elected for 5 years without a right to be continuously 
reelected.  Morales has counterfeited the constitutional reforms of 2004 and in a 
partnership with Carlos Mesa introduced the “Constituent Assembly” to totally 
revamp the constitution even though the Republic’s Constitution only allowed for a 
partial reform.  Along with the same group of “Valencia’s Constitutionalists” that 
operated in Venezuela, Cuba, and Ecuador, he has falsified the approved 
constitutional text by the already illegal Constituent Assembly; has replaced the 
Republic of Bolivia with his “Plurinational State”, has voided all power in all 
democratically constituted institutions, has changed their name, in order to conduct  
 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/10/24/venezuelas-humanitarian-crisis/severe-medical-and-food-shortages-inadequate-and
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purges and get rid of legitimate magistrates; has committed electoral fraud in 
elections, referendums and more. 
Last 2016, Evo Morales called a referendum to consult the people if they allowed him 
to appear for the re-election for the fourth time. The results did not favor the president, 
although they were unknown and today Morales is in his fourth term. 
 

Resolutions: 

Important resolutions elaborated by non UN organs, in this case, regional 
committees. 

Organization of American States Resolution AG/RES/2929. Reiterating the 

unconstitutionality of the electoral process in Venezuela and reaffirming the need for 
urgent compliance with the Inter-American Democratic Charter. 

Organization of American States Resolution “Recent events in Nicaragua”. 
Cease individualized repression, acts of violence and violations of human rights that 
has led to the departure of thousands of Nicaraguans from their country and 
reactivate the necessary conditions to resume the dialogue between the parties.  

Delegations position:  

United States: The United States has publicly maintained a firm stance when it 
comes to anti-constitutional governments.  In recent times, it has condemned the 
government of Venezuela since Hugo Chavez took office, and even threatened, 
under Donald Trump´s administration, to take military actions against the delegation 
to solve the crisis, in addition to the economic sanctions that are normally involved.  

It is however, important to note, that historically the United States has been involved 
in several anti-constitutional movements across Latin America, in order to promote 
an agenda in league with their interests. One example is when the US covertly 
overthrew the democratically elected president Jacobo Árbenz of Guatemala in 1954 
and installed a military dictatorship in line with the US policies. Another case, looking 
back at the beginning of the century in 1916, takes place when the US trains Rafael 
Leónidas Trujillo to eventually become president of Dominican Republic, thus 
allowing the US to conduct business in the country without opposition. He was an 
oppressive ruler for 30 years. 

Key questions: 

1.- Should the democratic states in the American continent contribute to reinstate 
democracy in delegations un dictatorships regardless of the non-intervention 
principle? 

2.- Are economic sanctions the best strategy to recover democracy in delegations 
such as Venezuela? 

3.- Does political isolation contribute positively to combat a dictatorship or ends up 
affecting the population in a negative way? 
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Suggested readings: 

Inter-American Democratic Charter. foundations of the Organization of American 

States, aiming to strengthen democratic principles and institutions in America. 
http://www.oas.org/charter/docs/resolution1_en_p4.htm 

Varieties of Dictatorship. An Intuitive summary regarding the different types of 

dictatorships, by Matt Golder, director of Undergraduate Studies at the Department 
of Political Studies, University of Pennsylvania. 
http://mattgolder.com/files/teaching/chapter10_white.pdf 

Latin American Dictatorships (2010) Alejandro Arratia. Interesting text about the 

history of the dictatorships in Latin America. Important points such as the figures of 
the caudillos, demagogic and popular discourse as base elements of the 
dictatorship. Available in: https://www.redalyc.org/pdf/364/36415689004.pdf 

Modern nondemocratic regimes (1996) Juan Linz. It is a political science text 
where the author talks about 4 dimensions (pluralism, mobilization, leadership and 
participation) to determine the type of political system that states have today. 
Available in: 
https://is.cuni.cz/studium/predmety/index.php?do=download&did=30039&kod=JPM
522 

Daniel Ortega, the revolutionary who liberated Nicaragua and whom they 
accuse of becoming the tyrant who helped overthrow (2018). Ontiveros, Eva. Is 
a periodistic note about the politic history of president of Nicaragua Daniel Ortega. 
Available in: https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-44884154 
 

References: 

Human Right Watch, 2017. Venezuela`s slide into a dictatorship. Recovered from: 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/12/07/venezuelas-slide-dictatorship  

Legal Encyclopedia Online, Unconstitutionality definition. Available in: 
https://diccionario.leyderecho.org/inconstitucionalidad/ 

Sánchez Berzain, Carlos. 2018. The dictatorships are four: Cuba, Venezuela, 
Nicaragua and Bolivia. Recovered from: 
https://www.diariolasamericas.com/opinion/las-dictaduras-son-cuatro-cuba-
venezuela-nicaragua-y-bolivia-n4153041 

Sánchez Berzain, Carlos. 2018. Bolivia´s Castroist Chavist dictatorships cannot be 
uncovered up. Recovered form: https://www.panamatoday.com/opinion/bolivias-
castroist-chavist-dictatorship-cannot-be-covered-8308 

  

http://www.oas.org/charter/docs/resolution1_en_p4.htm
http://mattgolder.com/files/teaching/chapter10_white.pdf
https://www.redalyc.org/pdf/364/36415689004.pdf
https://www.diariolasamericas.com/opinion/las-dictaduras-son-cuatro-cuba-venezuela-nicaragua-y-bolivia-n4153041
https://www.diariolasamericas.com/opinion/las-dictaduras-son-cuatro-cuba-venezuela-nicaragua-y-bolivia-n4153041
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Topic B: Verification of the reintegration of former 
members of the Colombian FARC-EP rebel 

movement.  
 

Glossary: 
FARC-EP: The Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas 

Revolucionarias de Colombia) the armed wing of the Communist Party and follow a 
Marxist-Leninist ideology. (BBC News) 
 

Marxist-Leninist ideology: a social, political, and economic theory based on the 

ideas of Karl Marx, who imagined a society where the methods of production would 
be owned and controlled by all its members. (Cambridge Dictionary) 
 

Demobilize: 1 to remove a soldier or soldiers from military service. 2 to demobilize can 

also mean to stop all military operations at the end of a war. (Cambridge Dictionary) 
 

Communist Party: a political party that actively advocates a communist form of 

government; in Communist countries it is the sole political party of the state. 
(Vocabulary) 
 

Historical context:  

In 1964 the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) were founded after 
10 years of civil war. Their main ideals and objectives are to fight against the 
historical inequality in Colombia, and to regain colombian land from private owners 
and investors who acquired such land from colombian governments. 
The Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) was the largest rebel group 
of Colombia. This group also fought the longest-running armed insurgency in the 
Western Hemisphere. (BBC NEWS 2018)  
 

In September, 2016 the colombian government and the FARC-EP signed a peace 
agreement that ended a war that had lasted for over 50 years, that agreement was 
signed with the main purpose of the government to reach marginated zones with 
more ease and also without the need to use extreme force against any human being 
and so Colombia as a whole could grow together and become much more 
competitive not only internally but internationally also. (Times, 2016). 
 

One of the biggest challenges that Colombia is facing is the reintegration of 
demobilized guerrillas, one of the biggest concerns of the United Nations Verification 
Mission is the fact that a vast majority of the ones being reintegrated into society and  

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/social
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/political
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/economic
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/theory
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/based
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/imagine
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/society
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/method
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/production
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/own
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/its
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/member
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/remove
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/soldier
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/soldier
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/military
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/service
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/mean
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/stop
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/military
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/war
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civil live do not count with a clear economical prospect making it harder for them to 
reintegrate without the monthly support given to them by colombian government in 
exchange for the recent signed peace agreement. 
 

The main solution proposed between the United Nations Verification Mission, 
colombian government, and the FARC-EP is the faculties and capacities of local 
authorities who are believed to be the better way to establish stronger and more 
systematic links between authorities, the private sector and educational and cultural 
institutions that can help with the reintegration of former FARC members. (BBC 
NEWS 2018). 
 

The Reintegration process is an offer of six and a half years that the Colombian 
State, through the management carried out by the ACR, offers to the demobilized 
persons of the Armed Groups Organized to the Margin of the Law, who have not 
committed crimes of humanity, and who want to reintegrate into social and economic 
life. (ARN, 2017). 
 

Resolutions:  
United Nations Verification Mission in Colombia - Report of the Secretary-General 
(S/2018/1159). It is a report that exposes the commitments and support of 
Colombian President Ivan Duque to continue with the peace process as well as the 
reintegration of former guerrillas. 
Available in: https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/united-nations-verification-
mission-colombia-report-secretary-general-s20181159 
 

Resolution 2377 (2017). Adopted by the Security Council at its 8049th meeting, on 
14 September 2017. This resolution present detailed recommendations regarding 
the size, operational aspects and mandate of the United Nations Verification Mission 
in Colombia, consistent with the Final Agreement for Ending the Conflict and Building 
a Stable and Lasting Peace between the Government of Colombia and the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia-People’s Army (FARC-EP). 
Available in: http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/2377 
 

Key questions:  

1. Who is handling reintegration? 
2. What is involved in the demobilization process, and what work lies ahead? 
3.Why are former FARC rebels leaving reintegration camps? 
4.How does the reintegration process work? 

 

  

https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/united-nations-verification-mission-colombia-report-secretary-general-s20181159
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/united-nations-verification-mission-colombia-report-secretary-general-s20181159
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/2377
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Suggested readings: 
1. “UN VERIFICATION MISSION IN COLOMBIA”, United Nations (2018). In this 

text we can analyze one of the reintegration strategies of former members of 
the FARC through education programs. Available : 
https://colombia.unmissions.org/en/former-farc-ep-members-are-
transforming-their-lives-education 

2. “In Colombia, UN chief meets with ex-combatants, expressing hope for future 
and peace process”, UN NEWS (2018). Here we can find contextualization 
from Mr. Guterres himself about the progress in the implementation of the UN 
Mission. Available: https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/01/1000412  

3. “SECURITY COUNCIL PRESS STATEMENT ON COLOMBIA”, United 
Nations (2018). Inside this document we will find the definite posture of the 
Security Council itself. Available: 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13438.doc.htm  

4. “Who are the Farc?” BBC News (2018). Here we may find basic excerpts 
from the historical context and motives for the topic in discussion. Available: 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-36605769  

 

References:  
 

ARN, 2017. What is the reintegration? Bogotá. Consulted in: 
http://sp.reintegracion.gov.co/es/la-reintegracion/Paginas/quees.aspx 

News America, 2018. Former FARC rebels struggle to reintegrate in Colombia. 
Consulted in:  
https://www.trtworld.com/americas/former-farc-rebels-struggle-to-reintegrate-in-
colombia-20855 
 

  

https://colombia.unmissions.org/en/former-farc-ep-members-are-transforming-their-lives-education
https://colombia.unmissions.org/en/former-farc-ep-members-are-transforming-their-lives-education
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/01/1000412
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13438.doc.htm
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-36605769
http://sp.reintegracion.gov.co/es/la-reintegracion/Paginas/quees.aspx
https://www.trtworld.com/americas/former-farc-rebels-struggle-to-reintegrate-in-colombia-20855
https://www.trtworld.com/americas/former-farc-rebels-struggle-to-reintegrate-in-colombia-20855
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Topic C: Emergency Code in Syria 

Introduction 

The Syrian scenario is without doubt one of the most complex conflict in modern 
times, with the Syrian Civil war being intertwined with the fight against ISIS in the 
region, United States-Russia heavy rhetoric, Iran-Israel proxy war and the general 
instability in the middle caused by previous conflicts. Although significant advances 
have been made and the situation appears to have settled down considerably, there 
is no clear signal that a full solution is near.  

Glossary 

Sunni Islam: it is the largest branch of the Muslim community, encompassing at 

least 85 percent of the world´s Islamic populations. Sunnis believe that after the 
death of Prophet Muhammad, Islamic leadership should have passed to anyone who 
was fit for the duty. 

Shia Islam: Roughly 15 percent of the world´s Islamic population belongs to branch. 
Shias believe that the leadership following Prophet Muhammad´s death should have 
stayed within the prophet´s family. 

Alawite Islam: A small minority within Islam. Syrian president Bashar al-Assad as 
well as most officers within the army and government belong to this minority. This is 
a sharp contrast when compared to the over 90 percent Sunni population of Syria. It 
is one of the causes of dissidence between rebels and the government  

Kurds: They are an indigenous Mesopotamian tribe. They make up to 20% of the 
Iraqi population and nearly 8% of the Syrian population. The Kurds have aspired to 
consolidate the creation of Kurdistan, a Kurd state following the defeat of the 
Ottoman Empire after WWII. The PKK, a Kurd political party in Turkey is considered 
by said government as a terrorist organization, but a close ally by United States. The 
Peshmerga are Kurdish groups from northern Iraq, also involved in the fight against 
ISIS. Unlike PKK, Turkey has no hostilities against them.  

ISIS: The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, also known as ISIL or simply Islamic State 
(IS) is a jihadist group that claims religious authority over all Muslims. They follow 
the Salafi beliefs, a radical variant of Sunni Islam. It started as an offshoot if al-Qaida 
but later it distanced from them. In fact, ISIS is hostile toward other extremist groups. 
ISIS originated in Iraq, partially due to the power vacuum left by the withdrawal of 
U.S. troops form said country. The group is globally recognized as an extremist 
organization. 

Al-Nusra Front: A extremist organization aimed at creating an Islamic state in Syria. 

It is considered a derivative of Al-Qaida. It was considered to be among the most 
violent rebel group and it is officially considered as a terrorist organization by 
delegations such as Russia.  
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Arab Spring: The term refers to a series of pro-democratic protest in middle east 
that saw significant changes in the states were they took place. It started in 2010 in 
Tunisia during the so called Jasmine Revolution and culminated with the Tunisian 
president resignation. It was followed by massive protest in Egypt during 2011 also 
ending in president Mubarak resignation. In Libya protests culminated with the dead 
of dictator Muammar Gadhafi. Yemen also experienced the Arab spring in the form 
of the conflict that followed president Saleh resignation. It is important to note that 
the Yemen civil war is still running and considered a humanitarian crisis far greater 
than the one experienced in Syria.  

Proxy War: It is a conflict instigated by opposing factions that do not fight each other 
directly, instead, third parties are used.  

 

Historical Background  

The complete historical background of the Syrian conflict is quite large and complex 
given the postures of the involved parties, interest and large time span in which the 
events unfolded. Herein lies a relatively brief recount of the conflict since its formal 
beginning, in order to illustrate key moments.  

It is true that the Arab Spring of 2011 influenced the pro-democracy activists in Syria 
and provided Syrians with hopes of a change in the government. Bashar al Assad, 
who became president of the Syrian Araba Republic in 2000, shifted from the initially 
liberal an economically open posture to a more aggressive one, characteristic of his 
father who ruled the country for 29 years before him.  

The Syrian Civil war had its beginnings after 15 teenagers who were painting graffiti, 
were detained by the authorities and brutally tortured, killing one of them. The 
peaceful protests that took place after the incident were repressed by the 
government, with hundreds of protesters either killed or imprisoned from March 2011 
to May, with numbers rising up to 16,000 casualties. Across the nation protesters 
clashed against governmental officials and a number of soldiers defected from the 
army. On July, the creation of the Free Syrian Army, initially made by a large number 
of former government troops; marked a new escalation since it represented the first 
true armed opposition.  

More clashes between the opposition and governmental forces continued through 
2012. Then-secretary of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, tried to establish peace 
negotiations between involved parties.  However, the diplomatic mission failed and 
withdrew from Syria around June 2012. Kofi Annan would then resign the next month 
in frustration-. 

The period between 2012 and 2013 represented a major escalation. As fighting 
increased, the Islamic militant group known as Al-Nusra began reclaiming areas in 
the Idlib Governorate. Kurdish militias belonging to the YPG initiated hostilities 
against government forces. With containment within Iraq failing, the most radical  
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group known as the Islamic State managed to gain ground inside Syria, rapidly 
spreading.  

The most significant event was the Ghouta Chemical Attack that took place on 
August 21, 2013. The incident claimed the lives of hundreds of victims although the 
number varies according to the source. The attack was blamed on government 
forces. United States attempted to military intervene against Bashar al Assad’s 
government but the complicated situation prevented France and United Kingdom to 
take part. The situation de-escalated when Syria accepted a deal sponsored mainly 
by Russia with the support of the United States, requesting Bashar al Assad to hand 
in the nation’s chemical weapon stockpile for destruction. 

September 23 of 2014 marked the first direct attack from the United States against 
Islamic State targets in Syria. The following year, Washington began deploying a 
small amount of Special Forces operatives and marines to discretely engage IS 
targets and train rebel forces. The period between September 2014 and September 
2015 was characterized by strong Syrian army offensives as well as the Islamic State 
continuously increasing presence in the region. On September 2015, after being 
formally requested by the Bashar al-Assad, the Russian Federation began bombing 
Islamic State’s assets as well as moderate rebels. By 2016, with the assistance of 
Iran and unofficially Hezbollah; the Russian Syrian Coalition had significantly 
changed the tide of the war in Assad’s favor.  

The same year, Turkish forces launched a military operation and captured Syrian 
territory at the border where Kurdish forces, firm allies of the United States, were 
gaining ground. Around the same time a Turkish fighter jet shot down a Russian 
fighter taking tensions between NATO and Russia to a new level. The situation was 
defused later when both nations reestablished ties and Turkey began facing internal 
problems due to the coup d’état of 2016.  

From the end of the year to April 2017 the Russian coalition attempted to establish 
a ceasefire during a summit in Astana, Kazakhstan; but failed to achieve the desired 
results. On April 4, a chemical attack took place in the Idlib Governorate with high 
casualties. The United States for the first time launched an attack against Syrian 
forces, striking an air force base.   

By July 2017, the Russian Federation reached an agreement with the United States, 
along Jordan and Israel, finally setting the path for a further de-escalation of the 
conflict.  

The following month IS forces were weakened enough to the point that president 
Vladimir Putin announced that the group´s presence in the country was minimal. 
Syrian forces also recaptured significant amount of territory from the rebels.  

However, on early 2018, Turkey advanced into the Afrin region clashing with local 
Kurdish forces and gaining control of the area near the Turkish border. This put 
Turkey at odds with the United States, complicating the already tense situation 
surrounding the peace efforts.  
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On April 2018 another chemical attack took place, this time claiming the lives of more 
than 70 people. In response, the United States launched missile strikes against 
Syrian targets and for the first time France and United Kingdom directly attacked 
Assad´s assets.  During May, Israel began attacking Iranian troops stationed in 
Syria.  

Surprisingly, on December of the same year, President Donald trump announced 
the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Syria, although he failed to provide details. As of 
2019, the United States has declared ISIS to be defeated.  

As of January 2019, more than half of Syria is under control of government forces 
while the northern region, roughly one third of the country is under control of Kurdish 
groups. Smaller parts are still under control of rebel forces and small portions ae still 
contested by jihadist groups, hostile toward any other involved party.   

Resolutions Adopted by the United Nations  

The situation in the Middle East Syria (2016) Security Council Resolutions 
S/RES/2336, S/RES/2332, S/RES/2328, S/RES/2319, S/RES/2314, and 
S/RES/2268. These six resolutions were adopted through the same year, with each 

resolution reinforcing the points established by its immediate predecessor. The 
resolutions support different peace efforts such as the Turkey-Russia peace deal 
(2336) or strategies to fight ISIS and other extremist groups (2332) 

Middle East (2015):  Resolutions S/RES/2258, S/RES/2254, S/RES/2235, 
S/RES/2209. Series of resolutions drafted through the same year endorsing peace 

talks between involved parties, de-escalation of the conflict, and recognizing the 
threat that ISIS represents. Resolution S/RES/2209 condemns the chemical attack 
ant violations the Chemical Warfare Convention.  

S/RES/2118: Resolution adopted in 2013 by the security council demanding Syria 

to destroy its chemical weapons stockpile by mid-2014.  

Key Questions 

-¿Is the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Syria being executed at the right time? 

-¿What would be the role of the Kurdish people in the future of Syria? ¿Is a Kurdish 
State a possibility? 

-¿What would be most appropriate steps to follow regarding Syria´s political 
situation? 

-¿What mechanism can be implemented to prevent the creation of radical groups? 

-¿What is the role that other Middle East Countries can play in the current situation? 

-¿What mechanism for humanitarian aid can be created for Syria? 

-¿How does the current situation affects Iran´s-Israel proxy war? 
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-¿How role do western nations play in the conflict? 

-¿How can future chemical attacks, either carried out by the government of rebel 
groups, be prevented?  

 

Recommended Lectures 

Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW): Official Site of 
the organization where information regarding OCPW fact-finding mission in Syria 
can be found, as well as documents regarding chemical weapons are displayed. 
https://www.opcw.org/ 

Security Council Report: Syria. Site were diverse reports regarding the multiple 

facets of the Syrian conflict can be read, most coming from UN sources or affiliated 
ones. https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/syria/ 

Syrian Real Time Map: Online map with real time information being continuously 

displayed. The current state of the country is shown with high accuracy and most 
incidents or important events are also displayed according to their location, ranging 
from press releases, refugee camps’ news, skirmishes or airstrikes. The map 
requires internet connection to reach its full potential and can be checked at any time 
to monitor the situation. It can also be used to monitor other areas of interest. It is 
important to note that the news feed actually incorporates news from several sources 
with different reaches and affiliation. Although it can provide with a multilateral view 
of the conflict, it is highly recommendable to double check sources whenever dealing 
with high-level or relevant news. https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/22-february-
syrian-democratic-forces-sdf-managed-to-free 
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